WINSLOW  RURAL  SANITARY 
AUTHORITY. 


To  the  Winslow  Sanitary  Authority. 


Gentlemen, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  eleventh  Annual  Report. 

You  will  find  by  reference  to  table  A.  that  the  total  number  of 
deaths  in  the  year  1892  was  152.  This  is  a  larger  death-rate  than 
for  some  years  past,  being  19’ 7  per  1,000.  Below  is  tabulated  the 
death-rate  of  the  last  seven  years,  inclusive  of  1892  : — 

Year.  Total  No.  Zymotic  Diseases. 

1886  142  13 

1887  .  117  12 

1888  125  4 

1889  140  6 

1890  131  4 

1891  146  10 

1892  152  5 

The  number  of  births  in  the  year  was  208. 


We  had  a  severe  visitation  of  influenza  again  in  the  earlier  part  of 
the  year,  and  the  pulmonary  rate  of  death  was  high  in  consequence. 
Forty-three  chest  complaints  were  entered  by  the  registrar  of  deaths 
from  this  cause  alone.  In  comparing  the  death-rate  again  we  must 
take  into  account  the  steadily  diminishing  population  of  the  whole 
district,  as  seen  by  the  last  two  censuses. 

The  death-rate  from  zymotic  disease  was  small ;  it  includes  3  deaths 
from  measles  at  the  end  of  the  year,  all  due  to  bronchitis  supervening 
from  the  extreme  cold  then  prevalent.  This  disease  was  introduced 
from  Cublington  in  the  Aylesbury  District,  and  rapidly  spread  over 
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the  whole  village,  and  when  the  severe  frost  of  Christmas  Eve  came 
the  symptoms  of  the  patients  were  much  aggravated  ;  in  fact  the 
mortality  seemed  likely  to  he  much  higher  at  one  time  than  it  really 
was. 

The  other  2  zymotic  deaths  were  from  typhoid  fever. 

The  first  case  occurred  at  Grandborough  in  February,  in  one  of  the 
cottages  built  on  a  narrow  strip  of  land  between  the  road  and  the 
hedge  opposite  the  schools  and  vicarage.  The  whole  sanitary  con¬ 
dition  of  these  cottages  is  bad,  and  has  frequently  been  reported.  At 
that  time  a  miniature  farm  yard  existed  where  the  man  died.  The 
farm  yard  has  been  done  away,  but  the  condition  of  this  and  the 
adjoining  cottages  is  still  bad.  The  wife  was  first  affected,  and  she 
narrowly  escaped  with  her  life.  The  husband  was  taken  by  his 
mother  to  her  cottage,  situated  on  the  left  hand  side  of  the  hill  in 
Grandborough  leading  from  the  “  Crown.”  This  cottage  is  one  of 
9  others  in  a  notoriously  bad  sanitary  condition,  and  he  slept  with  his 
child  whilst  there.  The  man  was  taken  home  next  day,  but  harm 
had  been  done;  his  child  became  ill,  but  recovered.  Precautions  were 
taken,  but  another  woman  was  seized  later  on.  Meanwhile,  all 
through  the  ensuing  months  many  complaints  of  illness,  such  as  sore 
throat  and  diarrhoea,  were  brought  to  my  notice  in  these  cottages. 
The  pump  water  was  not  good,  and  the  middens  and  ash  bins  were 
insanitary.  You  remember  that  some  improvements  were  carried 
out  in  June,  but  until  a  weekly  scavenging  of  the  ash  pits  takes  place, 
I  believe  the  inmates  will  be  liable  to  similar  complaints.  The 
second  death  from  typhoid  was  at  Stewkley,  in  the  house  of  a  police¬ 
man.  The  sanitary  condition  of  this  place  was,  if  possible,  worse 
than  the  former.  An  accumulation  of  sewage  existed  between  this 
and  an  adjoining  house  a  yard  distant,  and  the  window  of  the 
children’s  bedroom  opened  directly  above  this  filthy  accumulation. 
Naturally  all  the  children  became  ill,  and  one  died.  The  insanitary 
condition  was  afterwards  rectified. 

There  were  no  other  cases  of  typhoid  during  the  year.  Scarlatina, 
diphtheria,  and  diarrhoea  have  been  conspicuous  by  their  absence. 
Four  cases  of  idiopathic  erysipelas  were  reported  at  different  times  in 
the  year. 

With  regard  to  the  absence  of  diphtheria,  I  must  mention  a  curious 
epidemic  of  “  sore  throat  ”  at  Hoggeston,  which  I  reported  to  the 
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Local  Government  Board  more  fullv  at  the  time,  in  March.  Several 
children  attending  the  schools  were  affected  with  tonsilitis.  There 
were  no  sloughs  on  the  tonsils,  but  3  children  died  apparently  from 
asphyxia.  The  epidemic  was  obscure  in  its  character.  The  drainage 
of  the  village  was  overhauled,  and  several  improvements  made  in  that 
respect.  All  the  closets  in  the  village  contain  moveable  pans. 
Several  new  closets  have  been  erected  during  the  year,  and  the 
addition  in  this  respect  the  last  three  years  has  been  very  con¬ 
siderable. 

The  periodical  emptying  of  the  closets  in  the  whole  district  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  In  many  cases  the  middens  are  not  emptied  for 
many  months  and  even  years. 

In  Swanbourne  alone,  on  one  of  my  visits,  36  closets  were  ordered 
to  be  immediately  cleansed.  In  Winslow,  the  pan  closet  connected 
with  the  main  sewer  is  that  often  adopted.  The  pump  where  the 
water  is  obtained  to  flush  these  closets  is  often  many  yards  distant, 
aod  it  has  to  be  fetched  in  buckets.  This  fact  speaks  for  itself. 

The  new  byelaws  adopted  by  the  Board  provide  against  closets  and 
ash  bins  being  erected  in  the  haphazard  manner  they  have  been  in 
the  past,  but  of  course  does  not  provide  for  existing  nuisances  in  this 
respect. 

Many  of  the  ashpits  in  the  villages,  as  at  Stewkley  and  in  Winslow, 
notably  at  the  junction  of  the  Union  and  High  Streets,  are  not  ash¬ 
pits  at  all  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term.  The  inhabitants  simply 
fling  their  ashes  and  refuse  about  the  gardens,  which  renders  the  soil 
polluted,  and  is  highly  dangerous  to  the  water  supply,  which  is  often 
close  to  them.  In  country  places  where  large  gardens  exist,  ashes 
and  refuse  may  be  very  properly  dug  into  the  gardens  but  not  in 
crowded  and  narrow  places  where  only  a  few  feet  of  soil  receives 
constantly  an  undue  proportion.  Proper  bins  should  be  made  in 
every  such  case,  and  the  Inspector  should  see  that  the  ashes,  &c.,  are 
confined  to  these  pits,  and  duly  emptied. 

The  water  supply  of  Little  Horwood  has  occupied  an  amount  of 
your  time  during  the  year.  The  public  supply  was  rightly  con¬ 
demned  by  the  County  Analyst,  and  in  consequence  another  has 
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been  demanded.  This  is  being  carried  out  at  the  present  moment, 
after  much  discussion  and  correspondence.  I  must  point  out  that 
there  are  further  supplies  of  water  wanted  in  other  villages.  The 
lower  end  of  North  Marston  is  deficient  in  this  respect.  The 
inhabitants  have  often  to  fetch  their  water  in  buckets  from  the 
famous  Schorne  well,  which  is  some  distance  off. 

The  village  of  Drayton,  as  I  have  often  pointed  out,  is  sadly 
deficient  in  good  water.  In  the  summer  especially  this  want  is  felt. 
The  water  from  the  shallow  public  wells  is  often  thick  with  mud,  and 
there  are  few  private  sources  of  water. 

I  also  think  that  the  time  is  coming  when  a  better  supply  of  water 
than  the  present  well  system  will  have  to  be  contemplated  in 
Winslow.  A  large  tank  to  flush  the  drains  and  closets,  and  provide 
drinking  water  to  those  who  have  to  fetch  it  in  buckets,  would  be  a 
great  boon.  The  analysis  of  the  well  waters  in  the  whole  district 
have  been  reported  to  you  from  time  to  time.  Two  or  three  wells  in 
G-randborough  were  very  bad. 


Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act. — As  you  know,  Gentlemen, 
I  have  examined  the  whole  district  this  year,  with  a  view  to 
carrying  out  this  Act.  This  entailed  an  immense  amount  of  work. 
Altogether  I  reported  51  cottages  as,  in  my  opinion,  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  The  old  cottages  generally  in  the  villages  are  poor  and 
miserable  places ;  the  newer  ones,  of  course,  are  better.  But  there  is 
a  lack  of  cottage  accommodation,  and  the  people  complain  of  my 
interference,  as  the  landlords  are  rather  inclined  to  turn  their  tenants 
out  than  attempt  to  patch  up  their  old  cottages.  The  fact  is,  the 
agricultural  labourer  is  too  poor  to  pay  rent  for  a  good  cottage,  and 
naturally  no  man  with  capital  cares  to  speculate  in  building  cottages 
for  which  he  will  not  receive  an  adequate  rent.  The  Act,  therefore, 
so  far  fails.  Still  I  should  like  to  further  point  out  to  your  notice 
the  cottages  I  have  condemned  in  Grandborough. 


In  your  new  Byelaws  you  have  properly  insisted  on  all  new 
drainage  pipes  being  socketed  for  the  future.  I  beg  to  point  out  to 
you  that  the  main  drainage  of  the  Avenue  Boad  runs  in  pipes  that 
are  not  socketed.  A  well  has  just  been  sunk  which  is  scarcely  three 
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feet  deep,  and  already  contains  an  ample  supply  of  water.  The  soil 
is  sandy.  This  well  is  not  many  yards  distant  from  the  drain,  and 
must  almost  perforce  be  contaminated.  There  are  several  other  wells 
which  have  been  sunk,  or  that  are  contemplated,  and  it  would  be  a 
thousand  pities  if  their  supply  is  mined  through  being  influenced  by 
this  unsocketed  drain.  If  the  Sanitarv  Authority  would  continue  the 
main  sewer  to  Sir  R.  Abercrombie’s  stables,  and  thus  drain  the  houses 
on  the  Buckingham  Road,  which  are  at  present  without  any  proper 
system,  it  would  confer  a  great  benefit  on  that  neighbourhood. 

The  new  sewage  cart  has  been  little  used  during  the  year.  If  the 
Inspector  insists  on  a  more  regular  system  of  scavenging,  I  hope 
this  will  be  altered. 


I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  F.  YAISEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


♦ 


